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Th e monograph deals with the problem, broadly discussed in Polish studies, of the re-
ception of Germanic tribes and ancient Germania from the Roman times. Th e problems 
discussed in the article concern two crucial aspects: the geographical range, especially 
from the eastern side, as well as the ethnicity, which particularly interests Polish scholars 
(usually limited to the explication of ancient ethnonymes and toponyms referring to the 
lands between the Oder and the Vistula rivers as Slavic). Th e reception of the discussed 
problems has been strongly infl uenced by the political situation of Poland and by being 
neighbours with Germans as well as by strong impact of nationalism, dating back to the 
end of the 19th century, and, resulting from it, German-Slavic antagonism which deformed 
scientifi c research. All this infl uenced the interpretation of the historical and archaeologi-
cal sources, in which special emphasis was put on ethnic aspects. Th is attitude resulted in 
the negation, by most Polish researchers, of the fact that Germanic tribes did stay on the 
Polish territories. Th is opinion had dominated in Poland until the 1970s. Th is scientifi c 
and political dispute reached its culminating point in the 1930s, when the ethnicity of Ger-
mania (eastern) in the fi rst centuries aft er Christ and territorial controversies dominated 
all mutual relations between Polish scholarly circles and German that treated the western 

part of Poland as post-Germanic heritage.
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